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Chriſtians Sol 


emn Vow in Baptiſm 


EXPLICATED and RENEWED. - 


T is manifeſt that a Covenant compriſing mans duty is the Goſpel 
way to Salvation. In the Scriptures we read of mutua[ 


engage- 
ments between God and his People; of God to them, of them to 
him. Gather my Saints together unto me, thoſe that have made a Coronant 


with me, Oc. Plal. 50. 8. In hearing the word we learn our duty; in 
prayer we call in for help, but Covenanting is the joyning Ordinance 
that ſtrikes the main ſtroke betwixt God and the Soul. 1c /s of the 
ſtrarger that jomn themſelves to the Lord, and tab: hold of my Covenant,ſ:ys 
God, Ila. 36. 6. A Covenant is a joyning ordinance, the Marrjage-knot 
as it were, wherein God and the Soul are made one. Two ſaith he (hail 
be one flib, but be that u joyned unto the Lord is one ſpirit, 1 Cor.6.16.17, 
If thou be'ſt not a Covenant-ſpouſe, a Covenant · ſubject, a Covenant- 
ſervant, thou art none of his. I entred into a Covenant with thee, faith 
the Lord God, and thou becamiſt mine, Ezek. 16.8. So muſt thou enter in- 
to a Covenant with him, if thou wilt become his. You read of the 
Book of the Covenant, of the Seal of the Covenant, of the Elood of 
the Covenant, and of the Mediator of the Covenant. The Book con- 
rains it, the Seals confirm it, Blood purchaſed it. Jeſus Chriſt the Me- 
.. diator capacitates man for it, makes tender of it, ſoftens the Heart, 
and bowes the ſinners Will to take hold thereon, and to engage there- 
in. The Covenant is of Sods making, but man muſt come and mani- 
- feſt his acceptance and conſent. He bath made with me an tetrlaſlivg Co- 
venant, &c. ſaid Dat i, This is all my {1lvation and all my deſire, &c, 
2 San. 23. 5. The Lord would not have obedience extorted. that is not 
for his honour ; He will have his people to be a willing people that 
love rather than fear {1 ould principle them in their es and 
therefore is graciouſly pleaſed to bring all thoſe whom he intends to 
ſave, into a bleſſed league and agreement with himſelf, called the bond 
of the Covenant, Ex4.20.37. We owe all we have and are unto the 
Lord, and therefore to promiſe and engage for payment is but rea- 
ſonable. Reads), this is not the firſt bond, nor the only bond that is 
here repreſented to thee, but let it be a new or renewed bond. let the 
remembrance of the Vow of God in Baptiſm upon thee quicken thee 
unto the duty. : 


Go ye therefare, and teach all nations. baptizing them 
inthe Name of the Fatker,and of the Son, and of the 
holy GhofF. 

Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſocver I have 
commanded you 5 and lo, Tam with you alwa yaeven 
unto theend of the world, Amen. Mat. 28. 19, 20. 

I have ſworn and I will perform it, that I will keep 
thy righteous judgments, Plal. 119. 106. 

In that day ſhall five Cities in the Land of Egypt ſpeak, 
the Language of Canaan, and ſwear to the Lord of 
Hos, Ia. 19. 18. 


They ſhall ul the way to Sion with their faces thi- 


| therward, ſaying, Come let ws joyn our ſelves tothe 
Lord in a perpetual Covenant that ſhall not be for- 
gotten, ſer. 50 5. f 

But firſt they gave their own ſelves io the Lord, & c. 
2 Cor. 8. 5. 

One ſhall ſay I am the Lords, and another ſhall call 
himelf by the name of Jacob, and another ſhall 
ſubſcribe with his band unte theLord &c. Iſai. 44. 5. 

I have ſworn by my ſelf, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteoujnc/t, and ſball not return, that 
unto me every knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall 
ſwear, Iſa 45. 23. 


that thou forſake 


in ſecret before the Lord, in — earneſtly his anointing, to 
ſhew thee his Covenant, his eſpecial aſſiſtance to draw thee to it, 
and gracious acceptance cf thee. Conſider diſtinctly what God 
offers to thee therein, namely, Himſelf to be thy God a in, and 
his Son thy Mediator to org thee to him. Oh wonderful grace! 
when thou hadſt forfeited all, and wert no more his by nature 
than the Devils and damned in Hell, that the bleſicd God Nonld 


offer to become dune again through his dear Son Jeſus, and with 


thy whole Heart and Soul accept of this offer, and take the Lord 
Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to be thy only portion and 
chief good for evermore. Conſ der allo diſtinctly what it is that 
God requires in this his Covenant to be conſented to, and 'yield 
unfeignedly to him therein; namely, that thou forſake every fin, 
and give no willing entertainment to any of thy Lords enemics ; 
the the World as as happineſs, and be willing to 
take lot with Chriſt, to run all hazards with him, and to part 
with all for him, when he ſtall call thee thereunto; diſclaimi 
all confidence in thy ſelf, and that thou renounce thine own will 
and take his will for the law and rule of all thy thoughts, defires, 
words and actions. WELCOME TERMS ! ſay with that Covenanting 
people, Exod. 24. 7. All that the Lord bath ſ:id will we do, and be 
obedient, But truſt not to thine own ſtrength, know thou art to 
lire out of thy ſelf, and ferch all from thy quickning bead and 
Aiediator the Lord . ſus Chrift, who hath en the whole for 
thee with his Father; therefore relie upon his promiſe of giving 
grace and ſtrength whereby thou mayeſt be enabled to perform 


thy promiſe. 

Ecing thus pre ler there be a found , wherein as that 
people did, Deut. 16. 17. Thou wilt the Lord to be thy God, 
and to walk in his ways wherein thou wilt bind thy ſelf by moſt 
ſolemn tow and proteſfation to the. Lord; compoſe thy ſpirit into 
the moſt ſerious e, and with all poſſible reverence as it the Lord 
were viſibly pr:ſ.nt before thine eyes, fall down on thy bnees and 
ſpreading forth thine þ214s towards been, open thine heart to the 


Now therefore ſer apart ſome time more than once, to be ſpent 


Lord in theſe words, or ſuch like, as follow. 


Moſt Gracious God, for the fi.fferings of thy Son, I beſeech thee accept of thy poor Prodigal, now proſtrating him- 
ſelf at thy Pootſtool. I have fallen from thee by my iniquity, and am by nature a child ot wrath, and a thouſand- 
fold more the heir of Hell by my wicked practice ; but of thine infinite Grace thou haſt promiſed mercy to me in 
Chriſt, if I will but turn to thee with all mine heart; therefore upon the Call of thy Goſpel I am now come in, and 
throwing down my weapons ſub mit my ſelf to thy mercy. And becauſe thou requireſt as the condition of my peace with thee, 
that I ſhould put away mine Idols, and be at defiance with all thine enemies, which I acknowledg I have wickedly ſided with 
againſt thee, I here trom the bottom of my heart renounce them all, firmly covenanting with thee, not to allow my ſelf in any 
known (in, but conſcientiouſly to uſe all the means that I know thou haſt preſcribed for the death and utter deſtruction of all my 
corruptions. And whereas | have formerly inordinately and Idolatrouſly let out my affeQtions upon the world, I do here reſign up 
my heart tothee that madeſt it, bumbly pr before thy Glorious Majeſty that it is the firm reſolution of my heart, and 
that I dou ty defire Orace from thee, that when thou ſhalt call me hereunto l may practiſe this my reſolution through thy 
aſſiſtance, to forſake all that is dear unto me in this world, rather than to turn from thee to the ways of fin, and that I will watch 
againſt all its temptations whether of proſperity or adverſity, leſt they ſhould withdraw my heart from thee. Beſeeching thee alſo 
to help me againſt the temptations of Satan, to whoſe wicked ſuggeſtions I reſolve by thy Grace never to yield my ſelf a ſervant. 
And becauſe mine own righteouſneſs is but menſtrous raggs, I renonnce all confidence therein, and acknowledg that I am of my 
ſelf an hopeleſs, belpleſs undone creature without righteouſneſs or ſtrength. And foraſmuch as thou haſt of thy bottomleſs mercy 
offered moſt graciouſly unto me wretched ſinner to be again my God through Chriſt, if l would accept thee zl call Heaven and Earth 
to record this day that I do here ſolemnly avouch thee for the Lord my God and with all poſſible reverence bowing the neck of my 
Soul under the feet of thy moſt ſacred Majeſty, Ido here take thee, the Lord Jehovab, Father, Son and Holy Gholt fur my portion 
and chief good, and do give up my ſelf, body and ſou], for thy ſervant promiſing and vowing to ſerve thee in holineks and righ- 
teouſueſs all the days of my lite. And lince thou haſt appointed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the only means of coming un: o thee, Id 
here upon the bended knees of my Soul accept of him as the only new and living way by which ſinners may have accels to thee, and 
do here ſolemoly joyn my ſelf in a Marriage-Covenant unto him. Oh bleſſed Jeſus 1 come to thee hungry and hardly beſtead, poor 
and wretched, agd miſerable, and blind, and naked, a molt loathſcme polluted wretch, a guilty condemned MaletaQior, unwor- 
thy for ever to waſh the feet ot the ſervants of my Lord, much more to be ſolemnly married to the King of Glory; but (ith ſuch 
is thine unparallel'd love I do here with all my power accept thee,and do take thee for my head and husband for all times and con- 
ditions to love and to honour, and to obey thee before all others, and this to the death I embrace thee in all thy Offices, I re- 
nounce mine own worthineſs, and do here avow thee tobe the Lord my righteouſneſs. I renounce mine own wiſdom, and do here 
take thee for mine only Guide, Irenounce mine own will, and take thy will for my law; and ſince thou haſt told me that I muſt 
ſuffer if I will reign, I do here Covenant withthee, to take my lot as it falls with thee, and by thy Grace aſſiſting to run all hazards 
with thee, verily ſuppoſing that neither life nor death ſhall part between me and thee, And becauſe thou haſt been pleaſed to 
give me thy holy Laws as the rule of my life, and the way in which I ſhould walk to thy Kingdom. I do here willingly put 
my neck under thy yoke, and ſet my ſhoulder to thy burden, and ſubſcribing to all thy Laws as holy, jult, and good, I folc maly 
take them as therule of my words, thoughts and actions, promiſing that though my fieſh conttadict and rebell, yet l will endea- 
vour to order and govern my whole life according to thy directions, and will not allow my ſelf in the neglect of any thing that [ 
know to be my duty. Only becauſe through the trailty of my fleſh I am ſubject to many failings, I am bold humbly to proteſt 
that unallowed miſcarriages contrary to the ſetled bent and reſolution of my heart ſhall not make void this Covenant, for ſo thou 
haſt aid. Now Almighty God, ſearcher of Hearts, thou knoweſt | make this Covenant with thee this day, without any 
known guile or reſervation, beſeeching thee that if thou eſpieſt any flaw or falſhood therein, thou wouldſt diſcover it to me and 
help me to doit aright. And now Glory be to thee, O God the Father, whom | ſhall be bold from this day forward to look up- 
on as my God and Father, that ever thou ſhouldſt find out ſuch a way for the recovery of undone ſinners 3 Glory be to thee, O 


x haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my fins in thine own Blood, and art now become my Saviour and Redee- 
on 4 e — —4 0 God he Holy Ghoſt, who by the finger of thine Almighty power haſt turned about my Heart from 
Sin to God. O dreadful Jehovah ! the Lord God Omnipotent, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, thou art now become my Cove- 
nant-friend, and I through thine infinite Graceam become thy Covenant-ſcrvant. Amen. So be it. And ihe Covenant which I 


have ratified on Earth, let it be ratified in Heaven. 
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